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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the claimed amendment filed on 02/09/2005 before the filing of 
Appeal Brief. 

In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 06/29/2005, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY REOPENED. 
Double patenting rejection is provided based on the newfound US patent No. 6,883,144 B2. A 
new ground of rejection is set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following two 

options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 CFR 
1 .1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied by a 
supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 1 .132) or other 
evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1 .193(b)(2). 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants* arguments to Claim 1-19 in the brief have been fully considered. Applicants' 
arguments are moot. New ground of rejection is set forth in this Office Action. 
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Double Patenting 



3. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded in 
public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise 
extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple 
assignees. See In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Long/, 759 
F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Omurri, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); 
In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be used to overcome 
an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground provided the 
conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this application. See 37 
CFR 1.130(b). 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal disclaimer. 
A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b). 



Claims 1-4, 12-19 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double 
patenting as being respectively unpatentable over claims 1-6 of U. S. Patent No. 6,883,144 B2. Although 
the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because: 

The claims in US patent No. 6,883,144 B2 are listed as follows: 

1 . A system supporting use of user customizable expressions by a plurality of different executable 
applications, comprising: 

a database for associating a particular application of said plurality of different executable 
applications with a particular data item of a plurality of selectable data items available for 
incorporation in a user entered expression and for excluding use by said particular application of 
data items of said plurality of selectable data items unassociated with said particular application; 
an interface processor for receiving a user entered expression and for incorporating said 
particular data item in said user entered expression to provide a resultant expression for use by 
said particular application; and 

an expression processor for operating on data from said particular application with said resultant 
expression to provide a calculated result value. 

2. A system according to claim 1 , wherein said expression processor resolves said resultant 
expression to provide a calculated result comprising at least one of, (a) a financial reimbursement 
sum determined per health care policy terms and (b) a computed value. 

3. A system according to claim 1, wherein said resultant expression is a logical expression and 
said data items comprise at least one of (a) a patient identifier, (b) a medical condition identifier, 
(c) a patient address and (d) patient medical record information. 

4. A system according to claim 1 , wherein said resultant expression comprises an algebraic 
expression including one or more operators, and said database associates said particular 
application with algebraic expression operators including at least two of (a) a multiplication 
operator, (b) a division operator, (c) an addition operator and (d) a subtraction operator. 

5. A system according to claim 1, wherein said resultant expression is a logical expression and 
said particular data item comprises at least one of, (i) a patient identifier and (ii) a medical 
condition identifier, and said database associates said particular data item with at least one of, (a) 
an acceptable parameter, (b) an acceptable value, (c) an acceptable range of values and (d) an 
acceptable range of parameters. 
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6. A system according to claim 1, wherein said interface processor allocates a version identifier 
to said resultant expression and said expression processor selects a latest version of said 
resultant expression based on version identifier. 

As per Claim 1 : 

Claim 1/US patent Claim 1 : a first image window listing a plurality of data items individually 
selectable from a plurality of different types of predetermined data items available for 
incorporation in an expression used for calculating a result value (US patent: a database 'window 
listing' lor associating a particular application of said plurality of different executable applications with a 
particular data item of a plurality of selectable data items available for incorporation in a user entered 
expression and for excluding use by said particular application of data items of said plurality of selectable 
data items unassociated with said particular application), 

an image prompt element for permitting user entry of said expression and for 
incorporating a data item in an entered expression from said listed data items to provide a 
resultant expression used for calculating a result value in response to user selection of said data 
item in said first image window (US patent: an interface processor for receiving a user entered 
expression and for incorporating said particular data item in said user entered expression to provide a 
resultant expression for use by said particular application), and an icon for initiating storing of said 
resultant expression (US patent: receiving a user entered expression and for incorporating said 
particular data item); and 

an expression processor for processing said resultant expression to provide a calculated 
result value in response to user command (US patent: an expression processor for operating on data 
from said particular application with said resultant expression to provide a calculated result value). 

As per Claim 2 : 

Claim 2/US patent Claim 4: See Patent Claim 4 above. 
As per Claim 3 : 

Claim 3/US patent Claim 5: See Patent Claim 5 above. 
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As per Claim 4 : 

Claim 4/US patent Claim 1: Claimed limitations are compared to "a database for associating a 
particular application of said plurality of different executable applications with a particular data item of a 
plurality of selectable data items". 

As oer Claim 12 : 

Claim 12/US patent Claim 6: See Patent Claim 6. 
As per Claim 13 : 

Claim 13/US Patent Claims 1 and 6: Claim 13 has the functionally of patent Claim 1 (see 
rationale addressed to Claim 1 above) combined with the of patent claim 6. 
As per Claim 14 : 

Claim 14/US patent Claim 1: See rationale addressed in Claim 1 above. 

As per Claim 15 : 

Claim 15/US patent Claim 1: 

said expression comprises a calculable expression (user enter expression) and 
said expression processor processes said resultant expression to provide a calculated result 
value in response to said user command (patent: an expression processor for operating on data from said 
particular application with said resultant expression to provide a calculated result value). 
As per Claim 16 : 

Claim 16/ US patent Claims 1 and 5: Claim 16 has the functionally of patent Claim 1 (see 
rationale addressed to Claim 1 above) combined with the of patent claim 5. 
As per Claims 17.19 : 

Claims 17,19/US patent Claim 1: See rationale addressed in Claim 1 above. 
As per Claim 18 : 

Claim 18/US patent Claim 1: See rationale addressed in Claim 15 above. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nielsen et al (EP 0 851 368 
A2) (hereinafter: Nielsen). 

As per Claim 14 : Nielsen discloses, "A system for providing a user interface display image supporting 
user en try 0 f an expression for use in deriving information associated with a patient, comprising: 
a user interface menu generator for providing a displayabie image including, 

a first image window listing a plurality of selectable data items (See Figure 2, item 265, and its exemplary 
layout in Figure 4, item 470) individually selectable from a plurality of different types of predetermined 
data items (See Figure 4, item 470, and associated text, where elements in item 470 such as "GOOD 
BOY", "GOOD GIRL" are predetermined and selected by a user who enters these into the window idem 
200) available for incorporation in an expression, 

said plurality of different types of predetermined data items comprise predetermined data items and 
associated predetermined allowable values (GOOD BOY, GOOD GIRLD, etc., or whatever entered in the 
text window items 200) for corresponding predetermined data item (See Figure 2, item 270, and Figure 4: 
corresponding), 

an image prompt element permitting user entry of said expression and for incorporating a data 
item in said expression from said listed data items to provide a resultant expression (See Figure 2: ("Good 
Boy" OR "Good Girl") BUT NOT (Bad Dog)) in response to user selection of said data item in said first 
image window (Figure 2, Items 200, 270: image prompt element), and 
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an icon for initiating storing of said resultant expression (Figure 2, reference number 275); and 

an expression processor for resolving said resultant expression to provide a result in response to user 

command (Figure 2, reference numbers 280, 281, etc.)". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

7. Claims 1-12, 15, 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nielsen 
et al (EP 0 851 368 A2), in view of Netscape Communications Corporation, "JavaScript Guide", 1997 
(hereinafter: Netscape). 

Given the broadest reasonable interpretation of followed claims in light of the specification. 
As per Claim 1 : 

Nielsen discloses displaying images in a user interface used in a computer window of a computer in 
which it is provided pull-down windows incorporated with search mechanism to connected to its 
determined directory/data ("Personal Library 1 ) or to World Wide Web. In the user interface, it provides 
multiple pull-down menu windows to display menus for selectable operators, data, and results such as 
shown in Figure 2, and Nielsen covers limitations, 

user interface menu generator for providing a displayable image (all elements in the pull-down windows 
such as items 210 or 260, or item 200) including 
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a first image window listing a plurality of data items (See Figure 2, item 265, and its exemplary 
layout in Figure 4, item 470) individually selectable from a plurality of different types of predetermined 
data items (See Figure 4, item 470, and associated text) available for incorporation in an expression (See 
Figure 2, item 270: ("Good Boy" OR "Good Girl") BUT NOT (Bad Dog)), used for calculating a result 
value, 

an image prompt element for permitting user entry of said expression and for incorporating a data 
item in an entered expression from said listed data items to provide a resultant expression (Figure 2, 
reference numbers 200, 270) used for calculating a result value in response to user selection of said data 
item in said first image window, and 

an icon for initiating storing of said resultant expression (Figure 2, item 275); and 
an expression processor (Page 4, lines 42-44: 'Applets') for processing said resultant expression 
to provide a calculated result value in response to user command (Figure 2, reference numbers 280, 281, 
etc.). 

Nielsen does not explicitly disclose, "an expression used for calculating a result value" 

However, the selectable operators is shown as AND, OR, BUT NOT, and (Nielsen: Figure 
4, item 460) that would not explicitly cover the limitation "used for calculating a result value". 

Netscape disclose a full set of OPERATORS such as AND, OR, etc., (Netscape: Chapter 9, page 
33, Table 9.4) including algebraic operators (Netscape: Chapter 9, page 31, Table 9.1) provided for 
calculating result values (Netscape: Chapter 9, page 30, see section EXPRESSIONS, second 
paragraph). The Netscape shows its has built-in operators as element availability of window program 
application. Moreover, Nielsen suggests an extension of available operators (Nielsen: Figure 4, items 
470, referring "..." operators). 

Therefore, It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to extend the displayed set of operators operable within Applets and HTML developed for 
window interface shown by Nielsen into full sets of Operators shown by Netscape. The motivation is that 
these operators are available as the embedded and/or built-in elements in a computer operating system 
and/or in a programming language; users can directly enter arithmetic expression in the input text without 
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using online or hand calculators, and thus the user can enhance search process, where the calculated 
values simply result in such arithmetic built-in operations of a computer such as 
add/subtract/multiplication/</>/, etc. 
As per Claims 17, and 19 : 

Claim recites the limitations that perform the functionality corresponding to the functionality as recited by 
limitations of Claim 1 . Claims 17 and 19 have the rejection in the same reason as set forth in conning to 
the rejection of Claim 1 . 

As per Claim 2 : a A system according to claim 1, wherein 
said plurality of different types of predetermined data items comprise predetermined data items and 
associated predetermined allowable values (GOOD BOY, GOOD GIRLD, etc., or whatever entered in the 
text window items 200) for corresponding predetermined data item (See Figure 2, item 270, and Figure 4: 
corresponding) and 

said data item is incorporated in said expression together with an operator comprising at least one of, (a) 

a logical operator (See AND, OR, BUT NOT, and " " in Figure 4) 

and (b) an algebraic operator to provide resultant expression. 

Nielsen does not explicitly disclose u (b) an algebraic operator to provide resultant expression" , 
Netscape disclose a full set of OPERATORS including algebraic operators (Netscape: Chapter 9, 
page 31 , Table 9.1) incorporating in window applications, provided for calculating result values 
(Netscape: Chapter 9, page 30, see section EXPRESSIONS, second paragraph). It would be obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include all the algebraic 
operators as given by Netscape because these operators are available and provided in any window 
applications, and thus extend further search/calculation functionality. 
As per Claim 3 : Neilson further discloses the limitation of claim 3. 

Regarding further limitation, where in said plurality of different types of predetermined data items 
comprises at least one of (a) a patient identifier, (b) a medical condition identifier, (c) a patent address 
and (d) patient medical record information. 
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This claim specifies, "predetermined data items comprises" as listing the non-functional 
descriptive data elements, u (a) a patient identifier, (b) a medical condition identifier, (c) a patent address 
and (d) patient medical record information". Particularly, these data elements are the information/data in 
a library related to medical records. These descriptive materials/data elements in the limitations does not 
perform a function, and thus will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art of Nielsen in the 
terms "Good Boy", "Good Girl", "Personal Library 1", "Personal Library 2", etc. Because "Personal 
Library" (Figure 2) is a storage directory see commonly in a computer. It would contain all types of data. 
Therefore, Neilson's "System Library" which is a top hierarchy of "Personal Library 1", "Personal Library 
2", "....", in Figure 4; or "WWW" (Nielsen: page 2, lines 25-30) reads this limitation. (See In re Gulack, 
703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 
(Fed. Cir. 1994) - Descriptive materials will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
of patentability). 

As per Claim 4 : Nielsen further discloses, A system according to claim 1, wherein predetermined data 
items are individually selectable by selection of displayed elements in a hierarchy tree structure, said 
displayed elements representing predetermined data items (See "System Library" which is a top hierarchy 
of "Personal Library 1", "Personal Library 2", "....", in Figure 4. User can enter or predetermined items in 
window item 200, or 270, and also see in page 6, lines 10-15, "User may create one ore more subset 
[hierarchical structure] of the system library". System library is a common directory; it is seen in a 
common window like Microsoft Window 95, containing a hierarchy system of files/types). 
As per Claim 5 : Nielsen further discloses, 

"A system according to claim 1, wherein said expression processor initiates generation of a displayed 
notification to a user indicating said entered expression is invalid and said expression processor initiates 
generation of a display notification to a user indicating said enter expression is invalid (See page 2, line 
22, "query syntax", and see Figure 9, and further see page 4, lines 42-55, "an applet to compute the 
proper search syntax ". "CONTENT HANDLER", see "Java Interpreter" in page 5, line 10, see "specifying 
the correct search syntax" in page 5, line 30, all these have means of handling invalid expression). 
As per Claim 6 : Nielsen further discloses, 
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a A system according to claim 1, wherein said displayable image includes an icon for initiating verification 
an entered expression is valid." (See page 6, lines 35-36, "A plurality of button 280-284 are displayed 
across the bottom of graphical user interface. These permit or invoke functionality useful or desirable in 
carrying out a search": teaching inherently "includes an icon n and "entered expression is valid". For 
example a query syntax included with an incorrectly operator entered by a user would inherently detected 
by parsing when one of these button 'icon* is clicked.) and said verification includes a syntax check of 
said enter calculable expression (See page 2, line 22, "query syntax", and see Figure 9, and further see 
page 4, lines 42-55, 'an applet to compute the proper search syntax as the user manipulates the GUI 
form", "CONTENT HANDLER", see "Java Interpreter" in page 5, line 10, see "specifying the correct 
search syntax" in page 5, line 30, all these have means of handling invalid expression). 
As per Claim 7 : In further view of Claim 7 limitations, 

Nielsen discloses applets in page 4, lines 42-55, that compute the expression entered by a user 
in the Figure 2 to cover "wherein said expression processor resolves said resultant expression to provide 
a result 

Nielsen does not disclose, "comprising a financial reimbursement sum determined by health care 
policy terms". 

Netscape discloses a full set of OPERATORS such as AND, OR, etc., (Netscape: Chapter 9, 
page 33, Table 9.4) including algebraic operators (Netscape: Chapter 9, page 31, Table 9.1) provided for 
calculating result values for any formula entered in a particular text window like the item 200 of Neilson, 
where if the formula direct to a health care financial calculation would result reimbursement sum. 

It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
enter reimbursement sum formula in the window of Nielsen to extent to the operators provided by 
Netscape, thus it results a desired financial reimbursement sum. 
As per Claim 8 : Nielsen further discloses, 

"A system according to claim 1, wherein said plurality of different types of predetermined data items 
include miscellaneous values comprising predetermined specific words (Referring terms "Good Boy", 
"Good Girl", "Bad Dog", "Personal Library 1", "Personal Library 2", etc.). 
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As per Claim 9 : Nielsen further discloses, 

a A system according to claim 1, wherein displayable image (Figure 2) includes an image prompt element 
supporting user entry of a name for identifying a resulting expression (Figure 2, item 270, 275) and 
said user interface menu generator provides an image window permitting user selection of a template 
calculable expression from a plurality of predetermined template expressions" (See Figure 2, item 275, a 
pull down menu, and see page 6, lines 28-34). 

(Examiner note: the expression such as '("Good Boy" OR "Good Girl") BUT NOT (Bad Dog)" ' in item 270 
is also a calculable expression) . 

As per Claim 10 : Nielsen further discloses, "A system according to claim 1, wherein said user interface 
menu generator provides an image window permitting user selection of a template calculable expression 
from a plurality of predetermined template calculable expression and (See Figure 2, pull-down menu 275) 
said image prompt element incorporates a selected template calculable expression in response to user 
selection of said selected template calculable expression" (See Figure 2, and see page, lines 28-34, and 
see Figure 5). 

As per Claim 11 : Nielsen further discloses, tt A system according to claim 1, wherein said first image 
window lists a plurality of selectable data items in a hierarchical tree type structure" (See Figure 2, item 
265, see Figure 4, item 470, see in page 6, lines 10-15, "User may create one ore mor e subset 
[hierarchical structure] of the system library") and said plurality of selectable data items are associated 
with user accessible data item descriptions (See Figure 2, item 260, Figure 4, item 470). 
As per Claim 12 : Nielsen further discloses, tt A system according to claim 1, wherein said icon for initiating 
storing of said resulting expression (Figure 2, item 275, and associated text in page 6, lines 28-34, that 
store a list of previous enter queries 'resulting expression 1 ) initiates allocation of a version identifier to said 
resulting expression" (See Figure 2, results form searching given in pull menu 265 that are allocated in 
system Library. For example: Personal Library 1 . Personal Library 2 version identifier)). 
As per Claim 15 : Claim 15 is further limitation of Claim 14 which is covered as addressed in the rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) above. 
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Nielsen further discloses, "a calculable expression (Nielsen: Figure 2, item 270: ("Good Boy" OR 
"Good Girl") BUT NOT (Bad Dog)) and said expression processor processes said resultant expression to 
provide a calculated result value in response to said user command. 

Nielsen does not disclose, "said resultant expression to provide a calculated result value in 
response to said user command". 

Netscape discloses a full set of OPERATORS that could be processed by processors. The 
operators such as AND, OR, etc., (Netscape: Chapter 9, page 33, Table 9.4) including algebraic 
operators (Netscape: Chapter 9, page 31, Table 9.1) provide the calculated result values. 

Therefore, It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to extend the displayed set of operators operable within Applets and HTML developed for 
window interface shown by Nielsen into full sets of Operators shown by Netscape. The motivation is that 
these operators are available as the embedded and/or built-in elements in a computer operating system 
and/or in a programming language; users can directly enter arithmetic expression in the input text areas 
without using online or hand calculators, and thus the user can enhance search process, where the 
calculated values simply result in such arithmetic built-in operations of a computer such as 
add/subtract/multiplication/</>/, etc. 

As per Claim 18 : Nielsen further discusses, tt A system according to claim 17, wherein said expression 
processor processes said resultant expression to determine said resultant expression is valid and 
wherein said system for providing a user interface display image comprises machine executable code 
stored on a tangible storage medium" (See page 2, line 22, "query syntax", and see Figure 9, and further 
see page 4, lines 42-55, "an applet to compute the proper search syntax ", "CONTENT HANDLER", see 
"Java Interpreter" in page 5, line 10, see "specifying the correct search syntax" in page 5, line 30, all these 
have means of handling invalid expression). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1 3 and 1 6 are reject under double patenting. A timely filed terminal disclaimer in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321(c) will overcome the rejection of Claims 13 and 16. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Ted T. Vo whose telephone number is (571) 272-3706. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 8:00AM to 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Tuan 
Q. Dam can be reached on (571) 272-3694. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Ted T. Vo 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2122 
September 29, 2005 



